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Should university education be provided to students by the government as free?
The government should offer free university education for free to students. Education has had positive impacts on the whole society.  If the governments do not provide free university education for free to the students and instead leave it to market forces, there will definitely be under-provision. When the government fails to offer free university education, the economy will suffer a lack of skilled graduates (Samuels, 2013). The current market needs people who have degrees so that they can be able to overcome the challenging working environment. However, when education is left to be controlled by the forces of the free market, it is only the students of the rich who will afford to join the university. Children of poor families will not be in a position to pay for the rising costs of education. There has been inflation hitting the economy hard, and this has left the parents who earn little money with nothing left to pay for their children's education fee.  Thus, there is a strong case for the state to step in and provide higher education or university education for free at this point in time. Once students have attained university education, they will be at the same level when it comes to searching of jobs. Thus, it is justifiable for the government to provide free university education since it provides equal opportunities to all students who wish to pursue higher education. 
 However, there has been a mixed reaction to the issue of having the government step in and provide university education free for all the students who wish to pursue higher education in the different higher education learning institutions across the country. There is a group of people who are against the free provision of university education by the government, arguing the positive externalities of higher education are limited, and the prime beneficiaries of a university degree are the graduates who can command a higher paying job (Samuels, 2013). Thus, if the external benefits such as social benefits that spillover to benefit others in the society of the many degrees to be acquired are limited, then the state spending may be misallocated in offering free university education which is expensive. Thus, the government should think otherwise and allocate the funds that are meant to pay for university education to fund primary education and vocational training. Those who are against provision of free university education by the government consider such vocational training offered to the students to be more relevant to the needs of the economy. However, the merits of having the government pay for the university education is far much reaching than the demerits. Charging for the university education will only result to deterring the students from joining the higher education institutes and at the end will result in having a deficit in the number of the skilled personnel that is required so much to make the economy work effectively.
If the government provides university education for free, there will be equality among all the students. Within any given nation, there exist people belonging to different social classes. For instance, there are those who are situated in the lower income earners' class, middle and upper class. There is a likelihood that there are some students who want to attain degrees but their parents are not able to pay the fees. However, if the government does not provide university education for free, the children of the less fortunate within the society will not be able to join the university or colleges since their parents can simply not afford the fees that are charged (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development, 2012). The students who will be able to join are those whose parents are rich and thus can afford to pay for the fees that are charged; higher education fees have risen following the rate of inflation that has hit many economies and generally the global economy. On the other hand, if the government does not provide free university to all students, the students from poor families will not join universities. In some states such as Minneapolis, there is the provision of part-time jobs where students are offered to work partly as they study so that they can to pay for their tuition fee or can help their parents in paying for the fees. But this could make some students enter the job market earlier and thus not continue learning. This will bring about a devastating impact on the students and to the whole economy as a whole. For instance, the students might not be able to have a broad knowledge of the market where they are working in and thus might require a significant length of time before they catch up. Again, the economic world is dynamic, everything in it is aging at an alarming rate, and one needs to know how to cope up with the changes that are in effect (Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development., 2012). Every aspect of the economy currently is working under technology, and thus a student needs to be taught about the technology in the learning institutions such as the universities. Hence, there is a greater need for skilled graduates who can contribute to these high-tech requirements in the industries. 
The developed countries such as the US and the United Kingdom among others are in need of specialization within the industries. Therefore, without university education there will be no the much needed diverse specialization within the market. There has been specialization in higher tech and higher value-added products such as organic chemicals, optical, and nuclear technology. All the mentioned industries have a must requirement of having the education that is needed for one to be able to work with them (Michael, 2005). These are products that require a person to have gone through the education system up to higher education. Thus, there is a need to have the government provide university education for free. Besides, there has to be the provision of free university education to all students so as to ensure equality of opportunities. Within the current job market, there is a need to have the skills that are required to handle the upcoming technologies within the service and production sector (Goldrick-Rab, 2016). Many companies are running the production or manufacturing of products using the current technology. Thus, if the students do not make it to the university, there will be a limited number of jobs that they can do, and thus there will be some kind of equality at the end.
In general, university education offers some kind of external benefits to the community which would otherwise not be available to the students who do not join the university. It is believed that higher education leads to a more educated and productive workforce (Goldrick-Rab, 2016). People who have undergone through university education are normally equipped with the skills that are needed to perform most of the jobs within the market. Additionally, the students who have joined or rather gone through the university have been more innovative and productive. They have resulted in coming up with new inventions that have revolutionized the economies of the developed nations such as the USA among others. Thus, this is one of the justifications that the government should provide university education for free. 
There is a group of people who tempts to think and view university education in purely monetary terms, but university education comes with it diverse benefits. For instance, apart from the monetary perspective, a university education can be viewed to impact the way the students interact when in school. Within the universities, people come from all walks of life and then they have to live together as a family. They normally have to help each other in one way or the other. Thus they end up socializing and sharing information about the different cultures where they have been brought up (Jones & Kilgour, 2007). This makes them appreciate the cultural differences and promote cohesion among them which is later transferred to the rest of society. Thus, the government should provide free university education so that even the children from the less fortunate families can have the chance of gaining this non-monetary benefit of university education. If the government fails to provide free university education, it is the children from the rich families who will benefit from the non-monetary benefits that comes with university education. Therefore, this another justification that the government should provide free university education so that all children can have an equal opportunity of gaining this non-monetary benefits. The children from the poor families also want to interact with others from different cultures so that they can know what happens beyond the horizon.
Conclusively, it is wise to support the provision of free university education by the government. The merits of having all students go through the higher education system are more than the demerits. Provision of free university education by the government has resulted in inequality, increased work specialization, non-economic benefits among other positive externalities (Jones, 2007). People who have gone through higher education can also provide expertise to the fields that require the vocational training since in most cases the university students have a wide range of knowledge (Samuels, 2013). Thus, the government should provide free university education so that even the children from the less fortunate families can have the chance of gaining this non-monetary benefit of university education. In general, university education offers some kind of external benefits to the community. It is believed that higher education leads to a more educated and productive workforce. Additionally, the students who have joined or rather gone through the university have been more innovative and productive. Thus, there is a greater need for skilled graduates who can work in these high-tech requirements in the industries. Therefore, this another justification that the government should provide free university education so that all children can have an equal opportunity of gaining this non-monetary benefits.
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